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CAPITOLUL 1

MONOTEISMUL ARHAIC CHINEZ.
LINTA HERMENEUTICA
RICCI-MARTINI-LEGGE~
GILES=CHRISTENSEN

1.1. PERIOADA ARHAICA (PREIMPERIALA)

»Céand [impiratul] Yu a adunat statele pe muntele Tu, erau 10.000 de state
ale ciror printi isi purtau simbolurile de jad si ofrandele de mitase.”

Zuo Zhuan’®

Daci ar fi sd dim crezare clasicei Zuo Zhuan citate mai sus (compilate
fmtre anii 475-221 1.H.), atunci cind impiratul Yu cel Mare (2204-2197
L5 a intemeiat dinastia Xia, la sfarsitul mileniului trei inainte de Hristos
=xistau deja in China numeroase (10.000 simbolizeazi in China nenumira-
Silul) entititi cu organizare statald mai mult sau mai putin avansati. Si fie
sare simpli legendi?

Chiar si o scurti privire asupra istoriei antice a Chinei ar depisi cadrul
peezentei lucriri. Cateva repere vor fi suficiente pentru a contura o imagine
Soarte generali, ca referinti pentru temele de care ne vom ocupa. Cercetirile
arheologice ale ultimelor decenii au evidentiat existenta in China a nume-
moase culturi din epoca neolitici:

Neoliticul timpuriu: culturile Peiligang (c. 7000-5000 i.H.), Xiao-
Suangshan (c. 7000-60001.H.), Pengtoushan (c. 7000-5800i.H.), Zengpiyan
c. 6700-5400 i.H.), Cishan-Beifudi (c. 6500-5000 i.H.), Chengbeixi
£ 6500-5000 1.H.), Houli (c. 6500-5500 i.H.), Xinglon gwa (c. 6200-
5200 i.H.), Baijia-Dadiwan (c. 6000-5000 1.H.), Kuahugiao (c. 6000-5000
£H), Dingsishan V (c. 6000-5000 1.H.), Zaoshi inferior (c. 5800-5500 1.H.)!

Neoliticul mijlociu: culturile Hemudu (c. 5500-3300 i.H.), Beixin (c.
5300-4300 1.H.), Zhaobaogou (c. 5200-4500 1. H.), Yangshao (c. 5000-3000
LH.), Majiabang (c. 5000-4000 i.H.), Yangshao (c. 5000-3000 i.H.), Daxi

=.5000-3300 1.H.), Hongshan (c. 4500-3000 1.H.), Kegiutou (c. 4500-3000
H.), Dawenkou (4300-2600 i.H.), Dingsishan IV (c. 4000-2000 i.H.),
~ongze (c. 4000-3300 i.H.), Beiyinyangying (c. 4000-3300 1.H.)™
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9 Zuo Zhuan, cap. ,Ducele
Aji, anul al 7-lea”, trad.
James Legge, citatd in Li
Liu & Xingcan Chen, The
Archaeology of China. From
the Late Paleolithic to the Early
Bronze Age, seria Cambridge
World Archaeology,
Cambridge University Press,
2012,6:213.

10 Cf. Li Liu & X. Chen, 75¢
Archaeology of China, op. cit.,
cap. 5 Neolithization: Sedentism
and Food Production in the
Early Neolithic (7000-5000
BC), pp. 123-167.

11 Cf. ibid., cap. 6 Emergence of
Social Inequality — The Middle
Neolithic (5000-3000 BG), pp.
169-210.
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12 Cf. ibid., cap. 7 Rise and

Fall of Early Complex Societies:

the Late Neolithic (3000-2000
BC), pp. 213-250.

Neoliticul tirziu: culturile Qujialing (c. 3400-2500 i.H.), Majiayao
(3300-2000 .H.), Liangzhu (c. 3300-2000 i.H.), Xiaoheyan (c. 3000-
2600 1.H.), Longshan (timpuriu si tirziu, c. 3000-2000 i.H.), Shangdong
Longshan (c. 2600-1900 i.H.), Shixia (c. 3000-2000 .H.), Yonglang (c.
3000-2000 i.H.), Taosi (2600-2000 i-H.), Shijiahe (c. 2500-2000 i.H.),
Baodun (c. 2500-1700 1.H.).12




